	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	Drama - 104
	Number of Weeks
	18

	Course Title
	 History of the Theatre: 17th Century to Present
	Lecture Hours By Term
	54

	Prerequisite
	None
	Lab Hours By Term
	0

	Challenge Policy                    
	None
	*Hours By Arrangement
	0

	Co-requisite
	None
	Units 
	3

	Challenge Policy                    
	None
	
	

	Advisory
	Recommended: Eligibility for English -1A or equivalent


	*HOURS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
	0
	Hours per term. 

	           ACTIVITIES: (Please provide a list of the activities students will perform in order to satisfy the HBA requirement):

	N/A

	

	


	COURSE/CATALOG DESCRIPTION


	This course offers an historical survey of dramatic art from the period of the Elizabethan Renaissance to the present. The history and development of theatre and drama are studied in relationship to cultural, political and social conditions of the time. Plays are read for analysis of structure, plot, character and historical relevance.


	COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	Critique and evaluate the historical, artistic, social and philosophical environments in which theatre exists.

	Outline the historical development of theatre from the Renaissance through to the theatre of the present day.

	Compile evidence illustrating how the relationship between the audience and theatre artist has changed over time.

	Analyze the role of the theatre arts and its relationship to other parts of society.

	As a theatre patron analyze and critique dramatic literature and performance

	Assess the value and necessity of theatre arts in culture and society

	Assess the historical context and importance of different plays.

	Compare, contrast and analyze the world view presented by the playwrights in each play.

	Demonstrate critical thinking and communication skills such as listening, reasoning, analysis and criticism when reading or viewing plays.


INTENDED STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
At the completion of the course the student will be able to:
	Outline the historical development of theatre from the Renaissance through to the theatre of the present day.

	Compile evidence illustrating how the relationship between the audience and theatre artist has changed over time.

	Assess the value and necessity of theatre arts in culture and society.

	Assess the historical relevance, context and importance of different plays.

	Demonstrate critical thinking and communication skills such as listening, reasoning, analysis and criticism when reading or viewing plays.


  COURSE CONTENT (Lecture): 
	Each period will cover the following concepts: cultural, political, economic, and religious context; philosophical influences; plays and playwrights; development of criticism, aesthetics, and genres; evolution of performance spaces; theatrical organization and management; the audience 

	The Renaissance theatre: Theatrical traditions of the Renaissance and early Humanism (including Shakespeare), analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	The Neo-Classic theatre: Theatrical traditions of seventeenth century France, analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	The Restoration theatre: Theatrical traditions of seventeenth and eighteenth century England, analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	The Asian theatre: Theatrical traditions of Japan, China, and South Asia, analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	The Theatre of Romanticism. Theatrical traditions of Romanticism, its roots in German Theatre and Europe, analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	The Modern Theatre.  Theatrical revolutions of Modern Theatre  (Naturalism, Realism, Expressionism and Melodrama), analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	The Theatre of Russia.  Theatrical revolution (Stanislavski), analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	Theatre of the Absurd: analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	Theater for social change: analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	The Living Theatre: analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.

	Contemporary Theatre: analysis of texts, development of the theatrical space, cultural development of specific theatrical practices.


 COURSE CONTENT (Lab): 
	N/A


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

	Lecture

	Demonstration

	Discussion

	Group Projects


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:


NOTE: To be UC/CSU transferable, the text must be dated within the last 7 years OR a statement of justification for a text beyond the last 7 years must be included. 

	Textbook Title:
	Living Theatre: A History of Theatre 6th edition

	Author:
	Wilson, Edwin and Allen Goldfarb

	Publisher:
	McGraw Hill

	Edition/Date:
	6th/2011

	Textbook Reading Level:
	

	Justification Statement:
	(For textbook beyond 7 years)

	
	


	Lab Manual Title 
	N/A

	Author:
	

	Publisher:
	

	Edition/Date:
	


OUTSIDE OF CLASS WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS:

Title 5, section 55002.5 establishes that a range of 48 -54hours of lecture, study, or lab work is required for one unit of credit. For each hour of lecture, students should be required to spend an additional two hours of study outside of class to earn one unit of credit. 

· State mandates that sample assignments must be included on the Course Outline of Record.

	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week


	Weekly Reading Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	1.5


	Read the chapter on Sturm und Drang, and be prepared to discuss this theatrical movement within the context of its historical perspective in Germany and the spread of the Romanticism through Europe.


	Weekly Writing Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	3


	Write a 500-1000 word essay on the influences that shaped the work of Bertolt Brecht.


	Weekly Math Problems (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	


	


	Lab or Software Application Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	


	


	Other Performance Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	1.5


	Group Project: Present a research project to the class identifying the political, philosophical, and cultural influences that led to the development of the Modern Theatre.


STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)

	· Course must require use of critical thinking, college-level concepts & college-level learning skills. 

· For degree credit, course requires essay writing unless that requirement would be inappropriate to the course objectives. If writing is inappropriate, there must be a requirement of problem-solving or skills demonstration.


	45
	%
	Essay (If essay is not included in assessment, explain below.)

	Written work.

	
	%
	Computation  or Non-computational Problem Solving Skills

	
	%
	Skills Demonstration

	35
	%
	Objective Examinations

	
	
	Other (describe)

	
	%
	

	20
	%
	Group Research project


	  GRADING POLICY: (Choose LG, P/NP, or SC)

	 
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	X
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A 
	70% and above = Pass
	90% - 100% = A

	80% -   89% = B      
	Below 70% = No Pass                                   
	80% -   89% = B

	70%  -  79% = C     
	
	70%  -  79% = C

	60%  -  69% = D    
	
	60%  -  69% = D

	Below   60% = F  
	
	Below   60% = F

	or

	70% and above = Pass

	Below 70% = No Pass

	Prepared by:
	Douglas Dildine


	Date: 
	3/1/2014


Revised form 01/14
